California Kinship Caregiver Advocacy Network

(CA-KCAN)
Conference Call Agenda
October 23, 2008 ~ 10:30am-11:30am
1.  Welcome and Introductions-Dr. Lenora Poe, Addie Hankins, Mary Lee, Wanda Enix, Danielle Davis, Sara Lamnin, Sylvia Nelson, and Alberta Smith on call.
2. November Convening

a. Update (registration, transportation, agenda, workshops) – Discussion regarding the agenda and what types of topics the workgroups would cover.  There was a request to more formally establish protocols for the Network and a governing structure.  Specifically, to answer questions from the public or those interested in the Network.  (How do we stand on relatives adopting? What do Kin caregivers feel about a certain topic?)  There was a suggestion to form a Speakers bureau as the central point of contact that would be able to directly give the Kin caregivers voice.
There was also a suggestion to have a hospitality room or have a mixer after the first day of the conference where people could have more comfortable conversations and not be rushed to talk between the workshops of workgroup breakout sessions.

b. Logo Contest – We extended the deadline for submission to 10/31.
3. California Foster Parent Association Conference – San Diego

a. October Presentation – Judith and Sylvia spoke about their experience with the presentation.  Sharing they re-iterated the notion that Kin are not trying to undermine foster parents, just advocate for themselves.  Those on the call agree it would be beneficial to create a bond with the foster parent associations and link together on common issues.  Addie agreed to be the temporary liaison until something more formal is in place.  She suggested that if we are invited back next year that we present when more of the foster parents are present either on Friday afternoon or over the weekend.
4. Work Plan Activities/Updates/Next Steps 
a. Project updates – 

Lincoln Child Center – Launched public speaking classes and held (along with the League of Women Voters) the first class which focused on educating kin regarding regional propositions and measures on this Nov ballot.  The next class is on “How to talk about Kinship” which will include how to craft your own Kinship story. They are also hiring youth and caregivers for part-time positions.
KIA – Held a forum for Sen. Mark Ridley Thomas (raised by his grandmother) and Bernard Parks (had a rep present), both of whom are running for the LA County Board of Supervisors.  KIA was able to share a brief overview of foster care/kinship care issues and asked for their support.  The Navigator committee is also working with Michael Gray Division Chief for kinship services LA DCFS to work collaboratively on a newsletter.  They meet again with him in the beginning of Dec. to discuss progress.
Focus on Kinship – They are attempting to re-establish a Kinship Leaders Collaborative and hope to have a second attempt kick-off in Feb 2009.  FOK is supporting this effort.

Rose House – They are building their faith-based groups to support kin in Central and East San Diego County.  They will have a combined dinner for the groups the first Friday in Nov and expect 50 in attendance.  

Emphasis on Kinship/YMCA – They are solidifying plans to combine their efforts to host a rally for Kin caregivers in the North Coastal area of San Diego County.  
b. County Engagement – This past month meetings were held in Alameda, and LA Counties child welfare agencies.  Both stated they support the network and will try to provide representation at the convening for input and support. Alameda is rekindling the county’s Kinship collaborative and planning to have county convening next year.  LA County DCFS is very interested in support the Network and the Navigator committee with their newsletter.  LA County will have representative at the Nov Convening.
5. Regional Updates since last teleconference – Included in above 
6. Wrap-up/Next Steps – The group decided the best time for a conference call is at 10am and to hold the call for one hour.  Since the convening is in Nov and the regularly scheduled Dec meeting is during the holiday season, the next call is scheduled for 12/4 from 10am-11am.

Next Conference Call Information


December 4, 2008 ~ 10am-11am
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