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	Bill/Author
	Description
	Status


	Assembly Bills (AB)
	If enacted, this bill would:
	

	AB 1405 (Maze)


	Prohibit statements or confessions made by, or incriminating information obtained from, a minor as part of screening or assessment to determine whether minor's case should be handled by delinquency or dependency court, from being admitted into evidence or used against minor in juvenile, criminal, or civil proceedings, except as specified.
	Vetoed by Governor September 28, 2008.  

	AB 2029 (Tran) 
	Authorize any person to petition the court for an order of visitation between a dependent child

	Held in Senate Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2070 (Bass)


	Increase the time reunification services may be available to parents whose children are dependents of the court-- in consideration of barriers to services faced by parents who are incarcerated, institutionalized, or in residential substance abuse treatment.
	Approved by Governor September 28, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 2096 (Bass)


	Allow group home providers to use the standard of what a "prudent parent" would do when deciding to give permission to a child in their care to participate in extracurricular, enrichment or social activities.


	Approved by Governor September 28, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 2117 (Evans) 
	Create new safeguards before and after juvenile court judicial officers authorize administration of psychotropic medications to foster youth. 
	Held in Senate Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2138 (Adams)


	Require districts to exempt certain students in foster care from high school graduation requirements that exceed the minimum state requirements adopted by the State Board of Education.
	Vetoed by Governor September 28, 2008.

	AB 2238 (Smyth)
	Allow a 17-year-old minor in foster care to enlist in the military with the consent of a foster caregiver or social worker. 
	Failed passage in the Assembly Human Services Committee.

	AB 2310 (Maze)


	Require county welfare departments to provide additional information and documents to a foster youth who has reached the age of majority before the juvenile court terminates jurisdiction over that youth.
	Approved by Governor July 16, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 2322 (Portantino) 
	Allow a city to reduce its regional housing need allocation by 10% if it adopts a program to actively promote and assist in the placement of foster youth in existing family-based households.
	Failed passage in Assembly Housing and Community Development Committee.

	AB 2338 (Beall, Jr.)
	Restrict the circumstances under which young children (aged 6-12 years old) may be placed in group homes or shelters.
	Held in Assembly Committee on Appropriations.

	AB 2341 (Maze)


	Clarify periods of time for which dependent children and the parent/guardian(s) from whom they were removed receive child welfare services to support their reunification, except as specified.
	Approved by Governor September 27, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 2352 (Fuentes)


	Permit confidential mental health or developmental disability-related records to be released to a county social worker, probation officer, or other person authorized to coordinate health care and medical services for dependent children.
	Approved by Governor September 30, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 2399 (Portantino)
	Require that independent living program services available to certain current or former foster youth also be available to youth who were formerly dependents and now reside with non-related legal guardians.
	Held in Senate Appropriations Committee.

	AB 2483 (Bass) 
	Require that a minor parent who is also a dependent consult with his or her counsel (if appointed) before entering into a program of social services supervision for his or her child.
	Approved by Governor July 16, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 2571 (Runner)
	Require that reports of investigations of certified family or foster family homes include specified additional details. 
	Held in Assembly Committee on Appropriations.

	AB 2575 (Runner)
	Allow foster caregivers to record specified communications with licensing and child protective services personnel. 
	Held in Assembly Committee on Appropriations.

	AB 2651 (Aghazarian)
	Conform state law to federal requirements prohibiting persons convicted of specified offenses from becoming foster or adoptive parents.


	Approved by Governor September 30, 2008. Effective immediately.

	AB 2736 (Cook)


	Establish procedures to allow dependent Indian children to be adopted without first terminating the birth parent(s)' rights through the use of traditional or customary tribal adoption
	Placed on Senate Inactive file August 25, 2008.

	AB 2748 (Soto)
	Expand a foster child's rights to include equal access to household amenities, not being arbitrarily excluded from family activities, being helped to preserve his or her culture and heritage and provided products and services appropriate to his or her culture, race or ethnicity.
	Hearing cancelled at request of author.

	AB 2783 (Plescia)


	Shorten, from 60 to 30 days, the timeline by which schools must conduct an assessment and develop an individualized education program for students residing in high-level group homes or community treatment facilities.
	Failed passage on the Senate floor August 29, 2008.

	AB 2904 (Hayashi)


	Permit county boards of supervisors to access specified information when a child who had come to the attention of, or was under supervision of, the county child welfare agency, dies due to abuse or neglect.
	Approved by Governor August 1, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 3015 (Brownley)


	Require mandatory trainings of foster care providers to include basic            instruction on the safety of foster youth at school.
	Approved by Governor September 28, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	AB 3051 (Jones)


	Provide children subject to dependency hearings a greater opportunity to attend and participate in their hearings.
	Approved by Governor July 21, 2008.  Effective January 1, 2009.


	Senate Bills (SB)
	If enacted, this bill would:
	

	SB 825 (Padilla)


	Create time-limited public education program for the prevention of Shaken Baby Syndrome.
	Held in Assembly Appropriations Committee.

	SB 1132 (Migden)


	Prohibit Department of Health Care Services from requiring independent foster care adolescents to complete any paperwork or provide other information as a condition of continued receipt of Medi-Cal benefits to which they are already entitled at the time of initial eligibility or annual redetermination.
	Vetoed by Governor September 28, 2008.

	SB 1148 (Cedillo)
	Require courts to retain jurisdiction, and counties to provide services to former dependent children who reach the age of majority without housing, health insurance and employment or other financial support.
	Held in Senate Committee on Appropriations.

	SB 1160 (Alquist)


	Simplify the California Work Opportunity & Responsibility to Kids Program (CalWORKs) reapplication process for relative caregivers of foster children when they move to a new county and extend the sunset date for the Youth Pilot Program.
	Approved by Governor September 28, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	SB 1380 (Steinberg)


	Expand eligibility and revise operational, reporting and training requirements of Intensive Treatment Foster Care (ITFC) program.
	Approved by Governor September 28, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	SB 1457 (Steinberg)
	Establish the California Scholarshare Advancement Vehicle for Education (CalSAVE) program within the Golden State          Scholarshare College Savings Trust (Scholarshare) to fund individual accounts for beneficiaries, who may include foster youth.  
	Approved by Governor September 28, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.

	SB 1612 (Kuehl)


	Permit a minor who is the parent of a child who is the subject of certain proceedings, including dependency, parentage, and            guardianship to appear in court without a guardian ad litem.  
	Approved by Governor July 22, 2008. Effective January 1, 2009.


	Resolutions
	If enacted, this resolution would:
	

	Assembly Joint Resolution 21 (Portantino)


	Urge public housing agencies in the state that provide housing choice vouchers (HCV) under Section 8 of the United States (U.S.) Housing Act of 1937, to include shared housing as a option for all voucher recipients especially foster youth and the elderly in the next plan the agency submits to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
	Chaptered September 5, 2008.

	Senate Concurrent Resolution 81 (Battin)

	Acknowledge the month of April 2008 as Child Abuse Prevention Month and encourage Californians to work together to support child abuse prevention activities in communities and schools.
	Chaptered April 23, 2008. 


� While there are numerous other bills related to health, education, and other issues that would deeply impact children in foster care and all other children, this list is limited to bills that focus specifically on children in foster care or the child welfare system more generally.  Information last updated October 1, 2008.


� "Chaptered" or "Approved by Governor" means that the provisions of the bill will become law.  "Held" or "hearing cancelled" means a bill is no longer moving through this session's legislative process.  


� "Dependent" child refers to a child who has been adjudicated as abused, neglected or abandoned or at risk of such harm. Dependent children sometimes, but not always, reside in out-of-home or "foster" care.





PAGE  
5

