Policy and Legislation – Work Group Brainstorming

The caregivers and stakeholders identified the following needs for caregivers.  Specifically they noted caregivers would benefit from :

· Ongoing information to kinship families regarding legislation and policy and available services

· Leadership training for kin to advocate for legislation (components of training)

· Approaching politicians to gain support

· Supporting local advocacy for kin with other kin organizations. 

Top Policy and legislative ideas

· Formalizing rights for caregivers (both informal and formal)

· Promoting understanding of caregivers

· Establishing equity for caregivers who currently receive only TANF

· Advocate for state to apply for Kin Navigation Program

· Increase Mental health services dollars for kin families

· Clarify (or establish) eligibility for grants and scholarships for Kin-GAP relatives

· Expand KSSP

Action Plan and prioritization after working through a strategic process
1. Kin Navigator

a. Find out process, contact Bill Fuser

b. Develop our message – specifically what we want policy makers to do and why

c. Send message to legislator and decision makers

2. Prop 63

a. Local advocacy secure place at the table

b. Determine Agenda/resources

c. Identify who is making the decisions

d. Clarify needs of local groups

3. Formalizing Rights (state)

a. Convene work group to draft rights

b. Clarifying population of caregivers this addresses

c. Collect existing materials

d. Identify existing rights in all codes and find out which codes take precedent

e. Need training on rights, brochures similar to approach for Foster Youth Bill of Rights and Brochures – may get help from FC Ombudsman)
