California Kinship Caregiver Advocacy Network

Conference Call Minutes
May 22, 2008 ~ 10 – 11:30am
1.  Present:  Judith Hill and Addie Hankins (Rose House), Mary Lee (Kinship In Action), Carol Peck (Lincoln Child Center),  Sylvia Nelson(Focus on Kinship), 
Russell Woods, Lilian Payan (Casey Family Programs), Aurea Montes-Rodriguez (Community Coalition) and Stacie Buchanan and Lisa Molinar (Shared Vision Consultant).

2. Update on Contract Status:  Casey Family Programs apologizes that the planning meeting had to be cancelled.  The good news is that the contract is in the final stages and as a result we can plan the convening.  We will continue to update the group.
3. Convening – Reschedule
a. Date – July 9th San Diego Casey Family Programs Field Office.
b. All agreed that the agenda is appropriate for the meeting.
c. Logistics-travel assistance, etc. – Shared Vision Consultants will send an invitation to the group with further details and see if anyone needs travel assistance.  
4. Navigator Program
Carol Peck, Kin Navigator with Lincoln Child Center gave a very interesting and informative presentation regarding the Kin Navigator program and Lincoln Child Center.  

Lincoln Center has between 10-12 Kin Navigators who provide support to Kin families in the community.  Referrals occur by word of mouth and referrals.  Kin providers are paid approximately $12 an hour with no benefits.  They work up to 20 hours a week.  

Carol invited the group to attend the Navigator Training June 14th and June 28th from 11 – 2pm.  This training is being conducted by Pat Cobb the founding Director of the program. Shared Vision Consultants will follow up with Carol and Sara regarding possible participation and distribute the information to the group.  
5. Draft Funding Application Feedback
The group reviewed the application and gave feedback.  Concern was expressed about how the funds will trickle down and reach where it is needed.  Russell clarified the intention of the funds and how this process will help build the fiscal capacity of the organization. Technical Assistance around building the fiscal capacity was offered by Casey Family Programs and Shared Vision Consultants.
How the funds are being disbursed should be included in the application document to make sure that the money reaches where it should go.  

The funds need to be spent by December 31st, 2008. It was requested that a timeline be developed regarding the process, having a check in to make sure everything is on track and what the final report would look like.  
Shared Vision Consultants will put this in draft form and give to the group for input.

6. Review Self-Assessment Document

a. Technical Assistance – Mary Lee and Judith Hill requested a hard copy as they were unable to open the documents. 
There was some concern regarding the length of the document and how long it would take to fill out.  It was suggested that an option may be to fill out the assessment at the convening and this could guide the discussion.  As some people had not seen the document it was tabled for the next meeting for further discussion.
7. Regional Updates since last teleconference
Kinship in Action:  Casey met with LA County DCFS to try to access resources for relative care providers.  Focus Groups were then conducted with Kin to see what services they need so a proposal can be given to the LA County Department of Mental Health in July.  Kinship in Action is requesting that they be invited to attend the next meeting and be at the table. 

Rose House - Will receive an update next meeting.

Focus on Kinship – Have taken more of a leadership and active role in working with support groups, had first County wide Kinship leaders meeting in April. There were about 10 people that participated including representatives from Casey from the Oakland Area to get a better idea of the community involvement.  Will have another meeting in May
The Kin Navigator is on board and they are continuing to work on this program. 
8. Wrap-up/Next Steps
We will keep the next meeting date, and on the agenda will be further discussion regarding the funding application and self Assessment.

Conference Call Information

June 26th ~ 10am-12pm

TOLL-FREE DIAL IN: 1-866-866-2244 
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