California Kinship Caregiver Advocacy Network

(CA-KCAN)

Conference Call Minutes
July 24, 2008 ~ 10am

1.  Welcome and Introductions 
 Sylvia, Barbara, Judith, Russ, Mary, Dorothy, Alberta, Sara, Lisa and Stacie present on the call.
2. Comments on July Planning Meeting 
 Overall people were very happy and felt we got a lot done, impressed that we stayed on task and moved through the agenda.  Was helpful to have an overall understanding of the process and felt the group worked well as a team to craft the vision and mission statements and establish the identity of the group. 
3. Work Plan Activities/Updates/Next Steps 
a. Data/Information Sharing-Lisa
Stuart has approached California Department of Social Services; on the agenda will be a request for us to be able to see and possibly use if appropriate, the software that the kin sites are currently using to see if they are helpful for the CAK/CAN. 

b. Shared Value/Common Language-Lisa

Lisa reviewed the Vision, Mission, Objectives and Strategies document that Sara, Rebecca, Madge, Stacie and Lisa continued the work on after the convening.  

People were happy with the document.  Lisa and Stacie will send the document out to the group again with a week turnaround for any last feedback before it is accepted.  

c. Training Technical Assistance-Russell

(i) Website Development
Committee has focused on website development, talked to some consultants and realized it is out of the groups’ price range.  Russell is following up with Casey’s internal structure to see if this is something Casey could help the group with. 
(ii) Training and Education on Political processing and communication.  
The committee is focusing on training and education on certain technical jargon used in child welfare.  Russell and Stuart have a conference call next week with “Legal advocates for permanent parenting” who may be a resource for the group as this is the kind of training they do.  

(iii) Grant writing – the committee has not much time to work on this right yet.  Sylvia stated that on August 12th in Pacific Beach there will be a grant writing training. Sylvia will send the information to Russell and Stacie to distribute to the group.  

Russell shared that a grant opportunity did come across his desk but the deadline is fast approaching August 1st, it does have a focus on relative kinship. Sara offered to have a discussion around how this application could be completed. Russell will call Sara at 10 am tomorrow to see if we can get it out on behalf of the CAK-CAN. 

(iv) Still haven’t finalized the dates for the convening, it will be two days either the 5th and 6th or 6th and 7th of November. Still waiting to hear back from Karen Bass and should know by the middle of next week. Karen Bass may not be as focused on Kin issues…however she will be selecting other legislators to lead the Select Committee on Foster Care that she has lead the last couple of years.  The convening will be in Sacramento as this is the best place for legislators to attend. Lenora Poe is available to present at the convening. More information to come regarding the convening. 

d. Engagement of Kin Organizations-Stacie

Most organizations had thought of possibilities of names and will send them to Stacie via email. Discussed the need to have a real concrete idea of what we want from people and to clarify the roles that they play prior to contacting people. 

Stacie explained that the group wanted everyone to just come up with the names of people who would be a good addition to this process.  Then we can plan the next regionally based meetings and strategize the engagement process for the fall convening. 

Would like a flyer with the Vision, Mission etc which explains what CA-KCAN really is setting out to accomplish to provide to organizations and individuals who may be interested in joining the network.

e. Policy/Legislation

Judith gave an update on their group.  They have found three excellent websites that talk about policy and legislation at the local, state and federal level.  The legislation group wanted to know how to distribute the information, and it was decided by flyer or brochure would be the best way.  Judith will send a “draft” to Stacie and Lisa for input before sending to the rest of the group. 
4. CA-KCAN Newsletter 
Part of the contract SVC has is to draft a newsletter to give information to kin 
Brainstorm of possible components of the newsletter.
· Would like an update on state and national legislation re: kinship care
· Headline each region of the State (Northern, Southern, Bay Area, Central, Los Angeles)

· Include a personal highlight or story regarding Kin caregivers
· List upcoming conferences and trainings or events (Such a National Grandparents Day)
· Begin with quarterly newsletters 
· Welcome corner to highlight new members of CA-CKAN
Branding/Logo Ideas to be solicited from with a contest to culminated at the Fall Convening meeting.  Sara sent logo contest information to promote the name. 

L.A. excited about doing a newsletter as part of their grant.  This newsletter is specific to the advocacy network and would not conflict with a local newsletter, however there may be some overlap of information.
5. Regional Updates 

Kinship In Action
Los Angeles

Mary met with Jennifer Lopez ASPHA Division Chief in L.A. who stated that there have been modifications to the Adam Walsh legislation.  As of Oct 2008, if anyone has a felony in the last five years the children will be removed from their home, they will not be able to get custody of the children.  Nothing was provided in writing which is very concerning and makes it hard to distribute the information.  However, the minutes from the meeting will be forwarded and she will distribute the information then.
Most people at the meeting were concerned about where these children were going.  Ms. Lopez also explained that there would be NO waivers given for certain felonies. One example cited was  “Urinating in public” this is considered a felony as it falls under the Sexual Crimes section and no exception can be given to it.  This rule doesn’t just apply to the caregiver but anyone in the home. Waiting to get something specific in writing and will shared with the group. They are urging Kin – providers to hurry up and do Kin-Gap and Adoptions.  So many relative caregivers are not aware of this…are going to and it is very concerning. 
California Select Committee on Foster Care on August 8th will be having a Town Hall Meeting at Exposition Park from 10am to 1pm. South Los Angeles. Karen Bass will be at the meeting. 
San Diego
Focus On Kinship
Sylvia is doing a presentation next month for the National City Collaborative which she is a member.  The groups that are in the collaborative do an annual 15 minutes on their organization, to share and update members.  Some of the groups comprising the collaboration are APS, HHSA, Community Agencies, Healthy Families, School District  and many others. 
Sylvia called and spoke to a 211 operator and asked what the operator would say if someone called and asked for Kinship services.  The response was “nothing” the operator said they didn’t know anything.  Sylvia shared some information.  
Sylvia said that to be listed as a resource on 211 you need to read the policy fill out an application and they want to know what area you represent.  You also need to have been in existence for one year and they need validation of who you are or they reject you.  

Rose House
Judith shared that in partnership with Joan Clark (Cox?) Center, the Rose House will be facilitating and hosting a grandparent appreciation day Sept 12th. 

Bay Area
Lincoln Child Center
Sara shared the website for the September 12th national Grandparent Appreciation Day, and providing the following website for further information. (www.Grandparent-day.com)
6. Wrap-up/Next Steps

Upcoming conference call dates:  Sept 25th, Oct 23rd.
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