Linkages Project Tracking System

Presented by Stephanie Cuccaro-Alamin

Center for Social Services Research

I. Introduction

Hi my name is Stephanie Cuccaro-Alamin, I am a researcher at the Center for Social Services at UC Berkeley.  
Nearly 2 years ago we were contracted by CFPIC to provide an ongoing mechanism of tracking child welfare outcomes for children enrolled in the Linkages Partnership Program.  
At that point the 12 pilot counties had agreed to track linkages clients using a special projects code.
So we focused on providing on tracking a few child welfare outcomes over time with the intent of updating the outcomes on a quarterly basis.  
As you’ll see during the presentation we stopped updating the outcomes after two updates because and the state CFPIC were successful in their application for the federal evaluation grant.  
It has been unclear exactly how this project projects will inform the federal evaluation so we have been on hold with updates for some time now. 

Today I’d like to walk you through the outcomes we have developed.  As indicated in your handout they are located on a hidden page on our website.

http://cssr3.socwel.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/special/specialAnalyses/default.asp
II. Data - CWS/CMS Special Projects Code
In the methodology sections on the website we detail the different CWS/CMS special projects codes used by the counties designate the different linkages program types.

Let me briefly review these.  
Essentially the 12 pilot counties agreed to track two separate linkages client types.  These are Linkages and AB-429.
1. Linkages program clients – these are Families in Cal Works and Family Maintenance
2. AB-429 clients - these are Families in Cal Works and Family Reunification.  Parents who were receiving Cal Work’s assistance when their children were removed are allowed to continue to receive assistance to help with reunification and self-sufficiency.
3. We have also created a category for Other - this is a catchall for those special projects designations other than linkages and AB-429, it does not constitute a homogenous program type across counties and only demographic information is available for this group.
Let’s walk through the demographic information. These tables are designed to help counties get a demographic profile of their linkages services population.
III. Demographics
Here are the Special Projects listed
Data is available for 3 Time-Periods based on the state fiscal year, these are:
July, 1 2003-June 30, 2004

July, 1 2004-June 30, 2005

July, 1 2005-June 30, 2006

The entry cohorts include children with a special project start date within these analysis periods  

Finally we have 3 Demographic Categories
Age

Race/Ethnicity

Gender

As you can see both summary tables and tables by county are available.  
IV. Outcomes
The outcomes can be shown in this box at the left.  
To create the outcomes, the special project data was linked to child welfare case data and we examined the occurrence of subsequent child welfare events for children who entered the linkages project during specific time periods.

Again here we only track outcomes for the Linkages and AB-429 participants.

The data is available for two time periods:

July, 1 2003-June 30, 2004

July, 1 2004-June 30, 2005

Although demographic data was available for 2005-2006 program entrants there is not sufficient follow-up using Q2-2006 data to track outcomes for this group.  If we were to rerun these data today using our most recent retract this group could be followed for at least 12 months.  
We currently have data for three different outcomes:
Substantiated Referral - this is the occurrence of a substantiated referral following linkages program entry.  This is available for Linkages cases only
The second outcome Foster Care Placement examines the occurrence of a foster care placement following linkages program entry.  This is available for Linkages cases only.
Finally we examine the occurrence of a Reunification following linkages program entry for AB-429 cases

The analysis examines the occurrence of these subsequent child welfare events within: 

1. 3 months of linkages program entry in the analysis year 

2. 6 months of linkages program entry in the analysis year 

3. 12 months of linkages program entry in the analysis year 

4. 18 months of linkages program entry in the analysis year 

5. 24 months of linkages program entry in the analysis year 

An event is selected for inclusion if it occurs between the linkages program start date and the end of a specific interval. Intervals are cumulative - they include all occurrences of a child welfare event up to and including that interval.

We also can view this information through several demographic filters – similar to the profiles we have 3 familiar demographic Categories

Age

Race/Ethnicity

Gender

In addition to these we have outcome specific by variable.  These are:

Referral Allegation Type for examining the Substantiated Referral outcomes
And the Reason for Removal when examining Foster Care Placements
One note about the referral allegation type at the request of counties we excluded the children with at-risk sibling abused allegations from the total count, but included them in the breakouts by referral allegation type.  * Need to choose 03-04

V. Next Steps

So where are we going with this.  
Prior to the receipt of the federal grant we had made preparations to add data for some of the additional 17 phase II counties although we do not currently have completed special projects information for these counties.  

We are able to update the tables, but this will depend on how CFPIC and the federal evaluation contractor feel the information can inform the federal evaluation.

VI. Questions

I’d be happy to answer any questions.  Thank You.

