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2008 
CHILD WELFARE CONFERENCE  

 

THE FUTURE OF CHILD WELFARE SERVICESΧ 
LEADING THE WAY TOGETHER 

 

A Joint Conference for those working in Public Child Welfare in California 
 and partners interested in their work 

 

MAY 28ςMAY 30, 2008  
 

 

INVITATION AND REGISTRATION  
 

CONFERENCE CHECK-IN  BEGINS WEDNESDAY, MAY 28, AT 3:00 P.M. 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT  
BY APRIL 30, 2008! 

 

 

WHERE The Asilomar Conference Grounds, Pacific Grove, and 
The Hyatt Regency Monterey  
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND 
 
X Child Welfare social workers, supervisors, and other interested 

parties (The Asilomar Conference Grounds) 
 

X Child Welfare directors, managers, supervisors, and other 
interested parties (The Hyatt Regency Monterey) 

 
Sponsored by County Welfare Directors Association, Bay Area Association of CPS Supervisors, 

Child and Family Policy Institute of California, CalSWEC,  
Resource Center for Family-Focused Practice, Bay Area Academy  

Central California Training Academy, and Southern California Academy for Excellence.  
Opening reception sponsored by CGI. 



2008 Child Welfare Conference: Invitation/Joint Plenaries 

 
2 

JOINT PLENARIES 
 

MAY 28, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 
ASILOMAR CONFERENCE GROUNDSτMERRILL HALL 
OPENING KEYNOTE SPEAKER : DAVID RABINER 
Mastering the Art of Influence:  How to Lead During Challenging Times 

David Rabiner is a partner in Rabiner Resources, a public speaking, training, and consulting firm 
based in Portland, Oregon. Mr. Rabiner has spoken to more than 1,600 audiences in 12 countries and 44 
states. With humor and great affection for his audiences, his content-rich presentations help people see 
how they can have greater influence with others and more control of business and life outcomes.  

Before becoming a speaker, trainer, and facilitator in 1993, Mr. Rabiner enjoyed a successful 15-year 
career as an entrepreneur, in radio news broadcasting, and in executive-level public service. In 2003, he 
passed rigorous standards to earn the coveted Certified Speaking Professional designation, the 
worldwide benchmark for speaking excellence currently held by fewer than 500 people worldwide.  

Mr. Rabiner graduated from the Edward R. Murrow School of Communications at Washington State 
University. In addition to his work, he loves flying as a private pilot, playing golf with good friends, and 
spending time with family. 

 
MAY 30, 2008, 12:00 NOON 
HYATT REGENCY MONTEREY 
CLOSING KEYNOTE SPEAKER: MICHAEL PRITCHARD 
TeamτTogether Everyone and Anyone Matters 

Michael Pritchard is a nationally acclaimed keynote speaker praised by The Wall Street Journal, CNN, 
and Time for his ability to use humor to inspire and educate his audiences on communication skills. He is 
a big guy with a warm heart who, ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άǘǊǳƭȅ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪǎΦέ 

Mr. Pritchard began his career on both the comedy stage and as a juvenile counselor in San 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘh Guidance Center. In 1980, he won first place in the San Francisco International Stand-
Up Comedy Competition as well as the prestigious California Probation Officer of the Year. Drawing from 
his counseling background, Mr. Pritchard began using humor to inspire and teach communication skills, 
anger management, diversity, conflict resolution, and overcoming burnout and stress.  
aǊΦ tǊƛǘŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ broad base of audiences, from corporate employees and healthcare workers to 

government and state officials, have honored him with countless standing ovations and numerous 
ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘΣ /ƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴτOffice of the Attorney General, 
Paul Harris FellowshipτwƻǘŀǊȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ¢ƻŀǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ hǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
PerformanceτFederal Executive Board, Josephine Duveneck Humanitarian Award, and the Key to the 
City of San Francisco. 
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AGENDA AT A GLANCE 
 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M. 
OPENING (JOINT) PLENARY:  
DAVID RABINER 

ASILOMARτMERRILL HALL 

WEDNESDAY 8:00 P.M. OPENING RECEPTION*   ASILOMARτMERRILL HALL 

THURSDAY  9:00 A.M. MORNING PLENARIES AND WORKSHOPS 
ASILOMAR 
HYATT REGENCY MONTEREY 

THURSDAY 1:00 P.M. 
AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS AND 

DISCUSSIONS  
ASILOMAR 
HYATT REGENCY MONTEREY 

FRIDAY 9:00 A.M.  MORNING PLENARIES AND WORKSHOPS 
ASILOMAR 
HYATT REGENCY MONTEREY 

FRIDAY 12:00 NOON 
CLOSING (JOINT) PLENARY:  
MICHAEL PRITCHARD 

HYATT REGENCY MONTEREY 

 
* An Opening Reception, generously sponsored by CGI, will be held at the Asilomar Conference Grounds 
!ǘ /DL ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅƛƴƎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΦ CƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻǾŜƴΣ 
innovative technology solutions and in-depth program experience, CGI is a partner of choice in helping 
agencies improve service outcomes and achieve practice goals that make a difference in the lives of 
children and families. The CGI SACWIS solution is known for its comprehensive support of the case 
lifecycle, use of mobile options to support caseworkers in the field, advanced technological platform and 
implementation services that minimize disruption to the mission critical work of child welfare agencies. 
For more information visit www.cgi.com/stateandlocal.  
 

COUNTY BASKETSτBACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
Counties are asked to consider bringing a basket that represents the spirit of their county, including local 
goods and products.  These baskets will be collected at the Registration table at the Hyatt Regency 
Monterey.  A very popular component of past conferences, the raffling off of these baskets will occur at 
the opening and closing Plenaries.  The raffle is open to all registered attendees at both the Hyatt 
Regency Monterey and Asilomar, but you must be present to win! 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Planning for the 2008 Child Welfare Conference has been carried out by representatives of the Bay Area 
wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅ !ǊŜŀ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Child Protective Services Supervisors, the California Social Work Education Center (CalSWEC), and the 
Bay Area Academy.   

Support and underwriting for presenters has been provided by the Resource Center for Family-
Focused Practice, the Southern California Academy for Excellence, the Central California Training 
Academy, the Bay Area Academy, CalSWEC, and the California Department of Education. 
 

http://www.cgi.com/stateandlocal
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LOGISTICS AND LODGING 
The 2008 Child Welfare Conference will take place at two locations on the Monterey Peninsula: 

Ɉ The Managers Track (for Directors, Managers, and Supervisors) will take place principally at the Hyatt Regency 
Monterey, and  

Ɉ The Practitioners Track (for Social Workers and Supervisors) will take place at the Asilomar Conference 
Grounds in Pacific Grove. 

Managers Track  

Registration and Fees 
The registration fee is $200 before April 30 and $225 
after April 30. The fee includes the reception on May 
28 and continental breakfast and lunch on May 29 
and 30. 

Send your completed Registration Form for the 
Managers Track (see page 13), with payment, to: 

Ms. Barbara Turner 
CalSWEC 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Social Welfare 
Marchant Building, Suite 420 
6701 San Pablo  
Berkeley, CA 94720-7420 
 

Payment Method: Checks and P.O.s are acceptable 
methods of payment. Make them payable to: Child 
and Family Policy Institute of California.  
 

Lodging 
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Hyatt 
Regency Monterey, One Old Golf Course Road. A 
conference hotel room rate of $159/night is 
available for reservations made before April 30, 
2008, ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 
Child Welfare Conference.έ  

Reservations may be made by phone:  
1-888-421-1442, or online, 

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=wel
come_ei_new&eventID=58758&fromResdesk=true  

 

Questions  
Contact Stuart Oppenheim, 
stuart.oppenheim@cfpic.org  

 

Practitioners Track 

Registration, Fees, and Lodging 
The all-inclusive cost of registration, meals, and 
room is $300 per person.  
 
Off-Grounds registration fee for local county staff 
not staying at Asilomar is $150. 
 
Send your completed Registration Form for the 
Practitioners Track (see page 14), with payment, to: 

Bay Area Association of CPS Supervisors 
San Joaquin Human Services Agency 
 c/o Mr. Michael Perez, MA-CPS 
P.O. Box 201056. 
Stockton, CA 95201-3006 
 
 

Payment Method: Checks and P.O.s are acceptable 
methods of payment. Make them payable to: Bay 
Area Association of Child Protective Services 
Supervisors. 
 

Questions  
Contact Michael Perez, perezmi@cws.state.ca.us  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION 
The nearest airport is the Monterey Peninsula Airport. The larger San Jose International Airport is ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ 
drive north of Monterey. 

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=58758&fromResdesk=true
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=58758&fromResdesk=true
mailto:stuart.oppenheim@cfpic.org
mailto:perezmi@cws.state.ca.us
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Managers Track 
Hyatt Regency Monterey 

Schedule  

 
Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
3:00 p.m.  . Conference Check-In 

7:00 p.m. (AsilomarτMerrill 
Hall) 

Opening (Joint) Plenary: David Rabiner:  Mastering the Art of Influence:  How to 
Lead During Challenging Times 

8:00 p.m. Reception 
 

Thursday, May 29, 2008 
9:00ς10:15 a.m. Opening Plenary: Anita Light and Danna Fabella:  Positioning Public Child 

Welfare InitiativeτStrengthening Families in the 21st Century  

10:30 a.m. ς12:00 noon Workshops 
A1 Driving Human Performance 
A2 CWS Outcomes System Update 

A3 Emerging Trends and Issues with Evidence-Based Practice for Child Welfare 
A4 ¢ŀƭƪƛƴΩ .ƻǳǘ aȅ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ digital media to foster leadership in 

child welfare workers:  Y.O.U.T.H Training Project 
A5 Placement Assessment Tools 

A6 Organizational Assessment Tool: A framework to Help Agencies Build on  
Strengths, Recognize Challenges, and Develop a Comprehensive Work Plan 

A7 Disproportionality Strategies 
1:30ς3:00 p.m. Workshops 

B1 ¢ŀƭƪƛƴΩ .ƻǳǘ aȅ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ 
child welfare workers:  Y.O.U.T.H Training Project 

B2 Placement Assessment Tools 
B3 Disproportionality Strategies 
B4 Linkages:  CalWORKs and Child Welfare Collaboration to Improve 

Outcomes 
B5 SSI: Improving the Transition for Youth with Serious Disabilities 

B6 CWS Outcomes System Update 
B7 Enhancing the Access to and Success in Postsecondary Education for Foster 

Youth 
3:30-5:00 p.m. Group Discussions 

C1 Positioning Child Welfare: Strengthening Families in the 21st Century 
C2 Child Welfare Co-Investment Partnership 

C3 Maximizing Funding Streams 
C4 Child Welfare Research and Evidence Based Practice 

C5 Child Welfare/Mental Health Partnership Effort 
 

Friday, May 30, 2008 
9:00ς10:00 a.m. Plenary:  Focus on Well Being: Improving the Educational Outcomes for Foster 

Children and Youth 

10:00ς11:00 a.m. Question & Answers: Education for Foster Youth Panel 
12:00 noonς 2:00 p.m. (Hyatt) Closing (Joint) Plenary/Closing Lunch: Michael Pritchard:  TeamτTogether 

Anyone and Everyone Matters 
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Managers Track 
Hyatt Regency Monterey 

Plenaries/Workshop/ 
Discussion Group Descriptions 

 

 

Thursday, May 29, 2008  
 

9:00 a.m. 
Opening Plenary: Positioning Public Child Welfare InitiativeτStrengthening Families in the 21st Century 
Anita Light, Executive Director, National Association of Public Child Welfare Administrators (NAPCWA), and 
Danna Fabella, CFPIC and National Advisory Committee Member to the Initiative 

The National Association of Public Child Welfare Administrators (NAPCWA) in partnership with the Casey Family 
Program has undertaken this initiative designed to position the field to speak with one voice about its purpose and 
roles in improving outcomes for vulnerable children, youth, and families; the principles and standards that should 
guide its work and its professionals; and the ways in which the field evaluates itself and continuously innovates. 
The analytical framework reflects the full range of work public child welfare must address in order to be fully 
recognized as a mature and legitimate field. 

The presentation will focus on the work over the past year; development of the analytic framework and 
the creation of the charters for the work to be completed in this next year. 
 

Workshops:  10:30ςNoon 
 

A1 Driving Human Performance 
David Rabiner 

Great leadership is the sum total of the behavioral choices we make. This workshop explores the sequential 
process in which we can merge leadership practices into the daily process of managing others. 
 

 

A2 CWS Outcomes System Update 
Barbara Needell, Child Welfare Performance Indicators Project, UC Berkeley 

This workshop will demonstrate the latest information available on the UC Berkeley website, explain the CFSR2 
findings (and try to explain what they mean), and more. 
 

 

A3 Emerging Trends and Issues with Evidence-Based Practice for Child Welfare 
Charles Wilson and Laine Alexandra, Chadwick Center for Children and Families, wŀŘȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ 
San Diego 

Increased demand for accountability and outcomes in child welfare is influencing professionals to make critical 
decisions about adopting Evidence-Based Practices (EBPs). As the demand for EBPs increases, so does the potential 
for use and misuse of the term Evidence-Based Practices to define competing program models. This could result in 
confusion and misapplication by well-meaning professionals. The California Evidence-Based Clearinghouse for 
Child Welfare (www.cachildwelfareclearinghouse.org) is an important tool to assist child welfare directors to 
critically examine the evidence that exists for programs they may consider implementing in their counties.  

The focus of this session will be to assist child welfare leaders to define EBPs and to determine the level of 
empirical support that exists to help them select the best practice available; identify some of the emerging 
challenges with EBPs and learn some successful strategies to overcome them; and understand at least five key 
factors necessary for successful implementation of a new practice. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.cachildwelfareclearinghouse.org/
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A4   ¢ŀƭƪƛƴΩ .ƻǳǘ aȅ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 
 Lori Fryzel, Field Coordinator Y.O.U.T.H. Training Project & Y.O.U.T.H. trainers  
Join former foster youth in this engaging presentation of mini documentaries made by current and former foster 
youth throughout the state. Workshop attendees will hear stories on the strengths of foster parents and social 
workers and explore how digital stories can be utilized to enhance the best practices of child welfare workers.  
 

 

A5 Placement Assessment Tools 
Kathy Park, !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

The SDM system for foster and relative care providers seeks to promote safety, stability, and well-being for 
children while in out-of-home care, and provide workers with the critical pieces of information necessary to 
identity the best placement option for the child and the types of support the placement may need to be successful.  
Workshop attendees will be given an overview of the three assessments that comprise the model, how the 
assessments were developed, and the status of implementation in selected California counties, as well as engage 
in discussion about policy and practice implications. 
 

 

A6 Organizational Assessment Tool:  A Framework to Help Agencies Build on Strengths, Recognize Challenges, 
and Develop a Comprehensive Work Plan 
Lisa Molinar and Stacie Buchanan, Shared Vision Consultants; Barrett Johnson, CalSWEC; Andrea Sobrado, 
Fresno County Department of Children and Family Services 

This workshop will walk participants through a versatile organizational assessment tool that has been used by 
different agencies to develop an information-gathering process from a collaboration of stakeholders to establish a 
baseline for developing a comprehensive work plan that will guide continuous improvements. 
 

 

A7 Disproportionality Strategies 
Ray Merritt, Joan Miller, Valerie Earley, Contra Costa County Employment and Human Services 

DepartmentThis workshop will focus on the strategies that Contra Costa County uses to address the issue 
of disportionality.  Workshop attendees will be provided with an overview of the assessment process 
that guided the model, including the use of systemic assessments, family engagement, community 
collaboratives, training and evaluation to effect change in policy and practice.   
 

Workshops  1:30-3:00 
 

B1    ¢ŀƭƪƛƴΩ .ƻǳǘ aȅ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘƛƎital media to foster leadership in child welfare workers 
 Lori Fryzel, Field Coordinator Y.O.U.T.H. Training Project & Y.O.U.T.H. trainers 
Join former foster youth in this engaging presentation of mini documentaries made by current and former foster 
youth throughout the state. Workshop attendees will hear stories on the strengths of foster parents and social 
workers and explore how digital stories can be utilized to enhance the best practices of child welfare workers.  
 
 

B2 Placement Assessment Tools 
Kathy tŀǊƪΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

The SDM system for foster and relative care providers seeks to promote safety, stability, and well-being for 
children while in out-of-home care, and provide workers with the critical pieces of information necessary to 
identity the best placement option for the child and the types of support the placement may need to be successful.  
Workshop attendees will be given an overview of the three assessments that comprise the model, how the 
assessments were developed, and the status of implementation in selected California counties, as well as engage 
in discussion about policy and practice implications. 
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B3    Disproportionality Strategies 
Ray Merritt, Joan Miller, Valerie Earley, Contra Costa County Employment and Human Services Department 

This workshop will focus on the strategies that Contra Costa County uses to address the issue of 
disproportionality.  Workshop attendees will be provided with an overview of the assessment process 
that guided the model, including the use of systemic assessments, family engagement, community 
collaboratives, training and evaluation to effect change in policy and practice 
 

 

B4    Linkages:    CalWORKs and Child Welfare Collaboration to Improve Outcomes: 
         Danna Fabella, CFPIC; Bergen Filgas and Jennifer Valencia, Stanislaus County; Dave Godzina, Robin Bunting, 
and Mikey Habbesdad, Calaveras County; Susan Wilson, Cathi Strait, Kathy Murray,  Del Norte County 
This Project began in 2000 with private foundation and is continuing in California in 33 counties with one of the 
five national projects funded by the Administration on Children and Family.  This Panel will provide a brief history 
of the project and focus on three counties that have developed coordinated case planning for families jointly 
served by CalWORKs and Child Welfare.  Originally counties began Linkages with Family Maintenance cases that 
were also open to CalWORKs.  However, many of the Pioneer counties are also linking families that are being 
served in child welŦŀǊŜΩǎ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ and Family Reunification programs.   

Del Norte, Calaveras, and Stanislaus counties will discuss the evolution of their programs and how they are 
producing better outcomes in both child welfare and welfare to work programs. 
 

 

B5  SSI: Improving the Transition for Youth with Serious Disabilities:   
Amy Lemley, John Burton Foundation; Connie Linas, Alameda County Social Services Agency 

On January 1, 2008, an important new law (Assembly Bill 1331) went into effect that will help youth with serious 
physical and mental disabilities make a safe, supported transition from foster care by increasing their access to an 
important, yet largely underutilized, federal benefitτ Supplemental Security Income (SSI). This workshop will 
provide an overview of AB 1331, what it requires of counties, and answer your  
questions regarding SSI. 
 

 

B6   CWS Outcomes System Update 
Barbara Needell, Child Welfare Performance Indicators Project, UC Berkeley 

This workshop will demonstrate the latest information available on the UC Berkeley website, explain the CFSR2 
findings (and try to explain what they mean), and more 
 

 

B7    Enhancing the Access to and Success in Postsecondary Education for Foster Youth 
Gene Howard, Bob Theemling, and Diana LaMar, Orangewood Foundation 

This workshop will present several current programs that have successfully increased access to and success in 
higher education for foster youth. The participants will gain an understanding of the key program components 
driving these successful programs and will be given information that will assist in the introduction of these 
programs in their local areas. 
 

3:30 Group Discussions 

 
C1 Positioning Public Child Welfare Initiative:  Strengthening Families in the 21st Century 

Discussion leaders: Anita Light, Danna Fabella 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ Plenary, you will have an opportunity to provide input into 
this initiative.   
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C2 Child Welfare Co-Investment Partnership 
Discussion leaders: Joni Pitcl and Stuart Oppenheim 

Participants will engage in a dialogue about the notion of co-investment and creating a context around which 1) 
philanthropy and other critical partners can be involved and 2) partners can think about how to develop priorities 
and move the agenda forward. 
 

 

C3 Maximizing Funding Streams 
Discussion leader: Elliot Robinson, Director, Monterey County Department of Social and Employment 
Services 

Participants will discuss various funding strategies that will help them maximize program service delivery in 
challenging economic times. 
 

 

C4 Child Welfare Research and Evidence-Based Practice 
Barrett Johnson, Director, Child Welfare in-Service Training Project, CalSWEC 

Participants will review the work that has been done to date in shaping a statewide research agenda and how that 
work will help promote practice-oriented research across the state. Input on the process and the research agenda 
will help guide the  future work of the Research and Training Network. 
 

 

C5 Child Welfare/ Mental Health Partnership Effort 
Discussion leaders: Pat Jordan and Beverly Abbott  

A two-year project funded by the Zellerbach Family Foundation as part of the Child Welfare Co-Investment 
Partnership is underway to explore and implement strategies and approaches that will develop and strengthen 
effective partnerships between child welfare and mental health. Project leaders will share their ideas and seek 
input from participants that will help to guide this effort. 
 
 

Friday, May 30 
 

9:00ς12:00 a.m. 
Plenary: Focus on Well Being: Improving the Educational Outcomes for Foster Children and Youth 
Debbie Staub, Education Advisor, Casey Family Programs and representatives from Los Angeles/Pomona, 
Sacramento, San Diego, and Fresno who are participating in national Breakthrough Series Collaborative on 
Educational Stability  

California has consistently been acknowledged for many of its landmark pieces of legislation to support the 
educational rights of foster youth, particularly with the passage of Assembly Bills 490 and 1858.   Though the 
recent CSFR has indicated that we have gained much progress in meeting this well-being outcome, /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ 
foster youth are still graduating at lower rates than their peers.   

This presentation will outline some of the challenges to supporting the educational outcomes for foster 
youth in California and present some possible solutions to addressing these issues.  Key highlights will include the 
innovative practices that have been discovered by the educational breakthrough series four counties have been 
engaged in and also emphasize the critical role of child welfare agencies in helping to develop a systemic academic 
support system that will help CaliforniaΩs foster youth to succeed. 

 
     Questions and Answers for Foster Youth Panel 

 
 

12:00 noonς2:00 p.m. 
Closing Plenary:  TeamτTogether Anyone and Everyone Matters 
Michael Pritchard 
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Practitioners Track 
Asilomar Conference Grounds 

Schedule  

 
Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
3:00 p.m. Conference Check-in 

7:00 p.m. (Asilomarτ
Merrill Hall) 

Joint Plenary: David Rabiner:  Mastering the Art of Influence:  How to Lead During 
Challenging Times 

8:00 p.m. Reception 
 

Thursday, May 29, 2008 
Morning Workshops  

8:30-11:30 a.m.  

A 2008 New Case Law for Child Welfare 

B Practice Preparing and Presenting Testimony: Demystifying the Court Process 

C Disproportionality /Fairness and Equity 

D Substance Abuse Effects from the Womb to Early Childhood: 

E G et Happy, Get Healthy, Get Wealthy in the Workplace 

F Foster Youth Educational Issues ς What Case Carrying Social Workers Need to Know 
to Best Support Educational Outcomes for Foster Youth: 

Afternoon Workshops (Repeat from morning) 

1:30-4:30 p.m.  

A 2008 New Case Law for Child Welfare 

B Practice Preparing and Presenting Testimony: Demystifying the Court Process 

C Disproportionality /Fairness and Equity 

D Substance Abuse Effects from the Womb to Early Childhood: 
E G et Happy, Get Healthy, Get Wealthy in the Workplace 

F Foster Youth Educational Issues ς What Case Carrying Social Workers Need to Know 
to Best Support Educational Outcomes for Foster Youth: 

 

Friday, May 30, 2008 
9:00ς11 a.m. (Asilomar) General Session:  Award Winning Film, ά/ƘƻƻǎŜ [ƛŦŜ ƻǊ /ƘƻƻǎŜ aŜǘƘέ 

12:00ς2:00 p.m. (Hyatt) Joint Plenary: Michael Pritchard:  TeamτTogether Anyone and Everyone Matters 
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Practitioners Track 
Asilomar Conference Grounds 

Plenaries/Workshop 
Descriptions 

 

 

Thursday, May 29 
 

Morning and Afternoon Workshops:   
Pick two (2) 

 
Workshop A 

2008 New Case Law for Child Welfare: 
Michael Clark, J.D., Santa Clara County Counsel Office  

Participants will learn about statutory and rule changes effective January 1, 2008, that impact child welfare social 
workers.  The presenter will inform and give reasons why the changes were needed and discuss how to  implement 
effective practice.  
 

 

Workshop B 
Practice Preparing and Presenting Testimony: Demystifying the Court Process 
Carol Robinson, J.D., Santa Clara County Counsel Office 

This workshop will help to de-mystify the court process by describing what social workers need to know: the 
adversary process, due process, the court players, courtroom etiquette, and protocol.  In participating in this 
course, participants will learn how to prepare their mind and file for trial and develop a personal strategy for 
maintaining composure on the witness stand. 
 

 

Workshop C  
Disproportionality/Fairness and Equity 
Rita Cameron Wedding, Ph.D. 

This workshop will describe behaviors, actions, and attitudes that can promote bias without detection. It will speak 
to the effect of implicit bias in competent services and decision making and discuss interventions/strategies that 
can reduce disparities and disproportionality in child welfare.  
Sponsored by Resource Center for Family-Focused Family Practice (Davis) 
 

 

Workshop D 
Substance Abuse Effects from the Womb to Early Childhood 
Chris Shannon, M.C.C.D.P., Executive Director, Door to HopeτMonterey County Start 

This workshop will provide the professional with a better understanding of the constellation of developmental and 
neurobehavioral problems experienced by infants and children who were pre-natally exposed to alcohol and /or 
drugs.  The workshop will present effective measures and interventions that can be promoted within the context 
of child welfare to promote resiliency and minimize risk factors as the child grows and develops.  It will also 
increase awareness of the complications of child maltreatment and/or trauma in substance exposed infants and 
children. 
Sponsored by Southern California Academy for Excellence (San Diego) 
 

 

Workshop E 
Get Happy, Get Healthy, Get Wealthy in the Workplace 
Michael Framberger, President, Michael Framberger Seminars, Inc. 

Join nationally acclaimed author, speaker, and wellness motivator for a fun and enlightening program on how one 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άhappier and healthier in your pǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ  The presenter uses a combination of facts, humor, and 
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personal anecdotes to provide a take-away message that you can use to improve your life and career immediately.  
You are in for three hours of fast-paced fun and a critical message of self-care and wellness guaranteed to help one 
cope with the pressure of daily life.   
Sponsored by Central California Training Academy (Fresno) 
 

 

Workshop F 
Foster Youth Educational IssuesτWhat Case-Carrying Social Workers Need to Know to Best Support 
Educational Outcomes for Foster Youth 
Jacqueline Wong, Michelle Lustig, and Patty Armenda 

Participants will learn the role of a case-carrying social worker in the education of students in foster care.  Topics 
include: educational advocacy strategies, foster care education strategies, basic special education process and 
social worker roles in the process, and an overview of the newly adopted Rules of Court pertaining to the 
education of students in foster care and as educational rights holders.   
Sponsored through the California Department of Education (Sacramento) 
 
 

Friday, May 30 
 

General Session  
Workshop G 

Film: ά/ƘƻƻǎŜ [ƛŦŜ ƻǊ /ƘƻƻǎŜ aŜǘƘέ 
A collaborative film produced by Moonshadow Productions with San Joaquin County Human Services Agency, 
Environmental Health, Public Health, and the SheriffΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ  ! нллт !Ǿŀ tƭŀǘƛƴǳƳ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ of 
Informational Video.  

This educational documentary constructs over a dozen positive health education messages against the harm that 
methamphetamine causes.  It literally has a conversation with teens and young adults that most parents only wish 
they could deliver.  It discusses the harm that meth does to the individual, the family and the community.  By the 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ά/ƘƻƻǎŜ [ƛŦŜΧΧhǊ ¸ƻǳ /ŀƴ /ƘƻƻǎŜ aŜǘƘΦέ  A film not to be missed. 
 

 

12:00 noonς2:00 p.m.τHyatt Regency  
Closing Plenary:  TeamτTogether Anyone and Everyone Matters 
Michael Pritchard 
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2008 CHILD WELFARE CONFERENCE 
THE FUTURE OF CHILD WELFARE SERVICESΧ 

LEADING THE WAY TOGETHER  

 

REGISTRATION FORM:  MANAGERS TRACK 
 

MAY 28ςMAY 30, 2008  
HYATT REGENCY MONTEREY |  ONE OLD GOLF COURSE DRIVE |  MONTEREY, CA  

 
 

NAME:                 
 

TITLE:           
 

ORGANIZATION:           
 

ADDRESS:           

 
 
 

TELEPHONE:                          FAX:                

 
E-MAIL: 
 

WORKSHOP SELECTIONS (Registrants must choose workshops and discussion groups on Registration Form.) 

               ______________________________________________________________________________ 

                

 
 I HAVE SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS:______________________ 

 

 I WILL NEED TRANSPORTATION FROM THE HYATT TO ASILOMAR FOR THE OPENING PLENARY. 
 

 I CAN HELP WITH TRANSPORTATION FROM THE HYATT TO ASILOMAR FOR THE OPENING PLENARY; I CAN ACCOMMODATE 

            PASSENGERS. 
            (NUMBER) 

 

 

Before April 30, 2008:  Registration fee is $200. 
After April 30, 2008: Registration fee is $225. 

 
Payment: 

 Check enclosed. 

 Payment pending (P.O. No.                ). 
Please make checks payable to Child and Family Policy 
Institute of California.  
 
See page 4 for hotel reservation infomation 
 

Please mail your (1) completed Registration Form and (2) 
payment to:  

Ms. Barbara Turner 
California Social Work Education Center (CalSWEC) 
University of California, Berkeley 
School of Social Welfare 
Marchant Building, Suite 420 
6701 San Pablo 
Berkeley, CA 94720-7420 

Phone: 510-642-9272  
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2008 CHILD WELFARE CONFERENCE 
THE FUTURE OF CHILD WELFARE SERVICESΧ 

LEADING THE WAY TOGETHER  

 

REGISTRATION FORM:  PRACTITIONERS TRACK 
 

MAY 28ςMAY 30, 2008  
ASILOMAR CONFERENCE GROUNDS |  PACIFIC GROVE, CA 

 

 
 

NAME:                             MALE  FEMALE  
 

HOME  ADDRESS:                     
 

HOME  PHONE:                  PERSONAL EMAIL ADDRESS:                     
 

ORGANIZATION:                     
 

TITLE:                        WORK PHONE:                
 

WORK ADDRESS:                
 

WORK E-MAIL:                WORK FAX:           
 

ROOMMATE PREFERENCE                      

Double Occupancy is usual/Triple at timesτ if you have no preference, we will select. 
 

IF ACCOMMODATION IS NEEDED FOR A DISABILITY, PLEASE SPECIFY                      
 

WORKSHOP SELECTIONS FOR MAY 29 AM CHECK  WORKSHOP:    A     B  C  D  E F 
WORKSHOP SELECTIONS FOR MAY 29 PM CHECK 1 WORKSHOP:  A      B  C  D  E         F 

ALTERNATE SELECTION  AM:                   ALTERNATE SELECTION  PM:             
 

 I WOULD LIKE VEGETARIAN MEALS.   

 I AM ATTENDING THIS FOR CEUS             (Attendance strictly required for each 3-hour workshop. CEUs provided 
by Bay Area Academy BBS PCE # 1854.) 
 

After the General Session on May 30, the Conference continues at the Hyatt Regency Monterey for lunch with 
Plenary speaker Michael Pritchard.   
 

  YES, I WILL BE  ATTENDING.   NO, I WONΩT BE ATTENDING.  
  I AM STAYING AT ASILOMR AND    I DO NOT WANT LUNCH       I PREFER A BOX LUNCH    I PREFER VEGETARIAN 

 

Payment $300 on grounds; $150 Santa Cruz/Monterey 
 Check enclosed. 

 Payment pending (P.O. No.                ). 
Please make checks payable to BAACPSS. 
 

Mail registration and payment by April 30, 2008. 

Please mail your (1) completed Registration Form and   
(2) payment to:  

BAACPSS 
San Joaquin Human Services Agency 
 c/o Mr. Michael Perez, MA-CPS 
P.O. Box 201056. 
Stockton, CA 95201-3006 


